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Sound Transit"WSDOT Re-Alignment

ISSUE SUMMARY
Subumitted by Environmental Coordination Team (Permry Weinbserg)
Dl August 16, 2000

Action reguestesd Program Aotion Toam conourrence i

Projectis) Regional Express Star Lake (272°YSR 99)
Gif mpplicablc): Regional Express Federsl Way (5.320™ and 23" Ave. 8.)

ISSUE: For projects thas comply with alr quality standerds on the dute of opening b
where modeling shows there will be an sir quadity violalion semetime thereafles, Asiil approprisce
nﬁﬁwhwﬂumumm progect is built to nddress the fotre air guality problem o
can the mitigntion e defernsd unsil pech time as it ls soiually peeded?

BACKGROUND: Thee mir quality analysis fod both the Federal Way and Star Lake prajects
involved modeling for the year of opendng (2005) and a horizon yearof 20000 In 2005, the
progects will te i compliancs with nir guality standands. En 2000, however. the modaling
indicxies (he carbon moposide (C0) mandard 81 one intemection for esch progect will be
excoedod. Thiz eacesdence will oocur with or withost the projects. bt will be mede worse by the
projects. Tocomply with air guality conformity requrenents under the Clean Al Act, miligation
woald be required to enpure the OO0 standand s met. This woald involve centala traffic-related
imprevements, sich as ke splits, through lenes, sndior dedicased lefi-tam lascs.

Since the prajects meet alr conformdty in the year of opsing. snd doe 1o the coat of the
miitigation, Sownd Transit progosed po defer the mitigation snd 1o re-mode] the air y mmalywis
im 200 afier e progects ate mplemented. There is a chancs thal (he nitiputbon will pot e
mecessary besed on improved sir guality andfor & new eguelaiory model, This approsch was
acpoepiabde o the Puget Sound Clean Air Aponcy and in the FTA. WSDOT and FHWA.
however, typlcally reqube alr quality mitigstion to be nplemented costurtent with the projects

it gation &t a laser e and whotter Soond Translt would bave suffichent money (o Implament
the muitigation lates. FTA suggestad that it can condition grast awards to ensure the métigaron s
iroplemieniad in the fisore if necessary. WEDOT sugpesizd that Sound Transit cogsider
prograsmming funds for the future mitipation so that they would be available if necessary.

DECISION: Eavironmental stafl »i Sound Tramsit, WSDOT, FHWA, and FTA have agrood
that it i scceptalde w defor the mitigation ss proposed. Remodcling will be conducted in 20605
with the spproved regulstory modsl ot that tinee (chis could, for cxsmple, mean sdng MOROLE 6
imtaead of MORLE Sa). FTA will raquire the mitigation 1o be implemented if necessary as pan
of s prant saward, Sowsd Tramdl has committed 1o et aside suificlent project fumds w
lmpletrend the mitigation should it be roguetred afier the remoadcbing in 2003,
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