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Program Description

The Low-No Program (5339(c)) provides funding for the purchase or
lease of zero-emission and low-emission transit buses as well as for
the acquisition, construction or leasing of supporting facilities and
equipment. To date, $110 million has been awarded for projects across
the country.

The Low-No Program is unique in its support of the deployment of
advanced technology vehicles.
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2017 Low-No Competition

Quick Facts

128 project proposals from 40 states.

Total of $515 million requested.

51 projects funded for a total of $55 million.
List of funded projects on the FTA website.

o https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/fiscal-year-2017-low-
or-no-emission-low-no-bus-program-projects

Since 2016, FTA has processed over 200 applications requesting
approximately $1 million in Low-No funding.



https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/fiscal-year-2017-low-or-no-emission-low-no-bus-program-projects

————
2018 Low-No Competition

* Notice of Funding Opportunity: April 23, 2018

 Applications Due: June 18, 2018

* Application Package can be found at www.grants.gov by
searching for keyword “Low or No Emission” or “Low-No.”
Applicants must register on www.grants.gov at least 2-4 weeks

prior to applying.
* Project Evaluations: June —July 2018

e Award Announcement: Late Summer 2018



https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=low%20or%20no
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/workspace-overview.html

Award Information

Funding Availability

$84 million is available for fiscal year 2018.

Projects will be selected on a competitive basis, consistent with the
criteria outlined in the notice.

Funds are available for obligation until September 30, 2021.

Pre-award authority starts on the date of project announcement.




Eligibility Information

Eligible Applicants
» Designated Recipients, States, local governmental authorities or
federally recognized Indian Tribes are eligible.

« Rural areas must submit as part of a consolidated State application.

* Applicants may include a partner in the application.

— The competitive selection process satisfies the requirement for a
competitive procurement for the partners named in the application.

NOFO Section C. Eligibility Information, subsection 1. Eligible Applicants




Eligibility Information

Cost Sharing or Matching
 Vehicles: Maximum 85% Federal/15% non-Federal match.

« Low or no emission bus related equipment or facilities: Maximum
90% Federal/10% non-Federal match.

« Eligible sources of local match are listed in the NOFO.

NOFO Section C. Eligibility Information, subsection 2. Cost Sharing or Matching




Eligibility Information

Eligible Projects
e Purchase or lease of low or no emission buses

« Constructing or leasing facilities and related equipment for low or no
emission buses

« Rehabilitating or improving existing facilities to accommodate low or
no emission buses

» Workforce development

NOFO Section C. Eligibility Information, subsection 3. Eligible Projects




Eligibility Information

Eligible Projects

Projects are not required to be in an air quality non-attainment area.

Vehicles must make greater reductions in energy consumption and
harmful emissions, including direct carbon emissions, than
comparable standard buses or other low or no emission buses.

Projects must be part of the long-term integrated fleet management
plan.
Bus testing must be completed prior to disbursement of FTA funds.

Vehicles must be purchased from certified transit vehicle
manufacturers in accordance with the Disadvantaged Business
Enterprise (DBE) regulations.

All capital procurements must meet FTA's Buy America
requirements.

NOFO Section F. Federal Award Administration, subsection 2. Administrative and National Policy Requirements




Eligibility Information

Definition of Low or No Emission Bus

A low or no-emission bus is defined as a passenger vehicle used to
provide public transportation that significantly reduces energy
consumption, air pollution, or direct carbon emissions, when compared
to a standard vehicle.

This includes zero-emission transit buses, which are defined as buses
that produce no direct carbon emissions and no particulate matter
emissions under any and all possible operational modes and
conditions.




Eligibility Information

Ineligible Projects

« Operating expenses

* Preventive maintenance

 Development or deployment of prototype vehicles

* Previous project expenses

* Mobility Management

* Planning and design studies independent of a capital project




Application and Submission Information

Notice of Funding Opportunity:
https://www.federalreqister.qgov/documents/2018/04/25/2018-08636/fy-2018-
competitive-funding-opportunity-low-or-no-emission-grant-program

Application Information:
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppld=304100

Applications must include:

1. SF-424 Application for Federal Assistance (from Grants.gov)
2. Low-No Program Supplemental Form (from Grants.gov or FTA website)
3. Supporting Documentation

Applications must be submitted through Grants.gov by 11:59 PM EDT on June
18, 2018. Late applications may not be accepted.



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/04/25/2018-08636/fy-2018-competitive-funding-opportunity-low-or-no-emission-grant-program
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=304100
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=low%20or%20no
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/applying/notices-funding/low-or-no-emission-bus-program-5339c-2018-supplemental-form

Application and Submission Information

Additional Information

* The supplemental form and supporting documents must be attached
to the SF-424.

* One supplemental form per SF-424.

» Supporting documents must be referenced by file name in the
narrative or they may not be reviewed.

IMPORTANT: If you downloaded the supplemental form prior to May 1,
you will not be able to save the form. Please visit Grants.gov or the
FTA website to download the updated form. FTA will not accept
scanned supplemental forms.

NOFO Section D. Application and Submission Information




Application Review

Evaluation Criteria (The Six Hows)

1. Demonstration of Need

How will the proposed project address an unmet need for capital investment?

2. Demonstration of Benefits

How will the proposed project support the program objectives (reduce energy consumption,
reduce harmful emissions and reduce direct carbon emissions)?

3. Planning and Local/Regional Prioritization

How is the proposed project consistent with local and regional long range planning documents
and local government priorities?

4. Local Financial Commitment

How will the local funds be secured?

5. Project Implementation Strategy

How will the proposed project be implemented?

6. Technical, Legal & Financial Capacity

M Does the applicant have the know-how to carry out the proposed project? 15
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Grants.gov Workspace

Workspace Overview | G X

GRANTS.GOV™

HOME LEARN GRANTS

SEARCH GRANTS

‘workspace-overview.html

APPLICANTS* GRANTORS

GRANTS.GOV ) Applicants ) Workspace Overview

SYSTEM-TO-SYSTEM

FORMS

CONNECT

all=|@| =

HELP | REGISTER @ LOGIN

ROl rant Opporiunities ¥ Enter Keywaord .. GO

SUPPORT

AD

WORKSPACE OVERVIEW

GRANT APPLICATIONS

» How to Apply for Grants
» Track My Application

APPLICANT RESOURCES
» Workspace Overview

» Werkspace Basic

» Workspace Intermediate
» Workspace Advanced

» Workspace Process

» Workspace Roles

» Custom Roles

» Applicant Eligibility

» Qrganization Registration

» Applicant Registration

» Applicant Training

» Applicant FAQs

» Adobe Software Compatibility

» Submitting UTF-8 Special Characters
» Encountering Error Messages

MINISTRATION

Basic

+ Best for organizations with
1-2 registered Grants.gov
users

+ Application forms are
downloaded and emailed to
collaborators before being
uploaded back to the
workspace

LEARN MORE >

Get Started on Your Workspace Application

+ Best for organizations with
3-5 registered Grants.gov
users

+ Applicant teams are
typically comprised of an
AOR who submits, as well as
a Workspace Owner who
oversees form completion

LEARN MORE >

Workspace is the standard way for organizations or individuals to apply for federal grants in Grants.gov. Workspace allows
a grant team to simultaneously access and edit different forms within an application. Plus, the forms can be filled out
online or offline—your choice.

Grants.gov Workspace also allows applicants and organizations to tailor their application workflow. Here are three
approaches that applicants can take when completing a Workspace application:

+ Best for organizations with
external Grants.gov users,
such as consultants

+ Workspace Owner
manages form access

+ Workspace Owner adds
subforms

LEARN MORE >




Grants.gov Registration

! Organization Registratio: X
& c ‘ & Secure | https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/organization-registration.html i @

HELP | REGISTER | LOGIN

RS S  Grant Cpportunities ¥ Enter Keyword. GO

GRANTS.GOV™

HOME LEARN GRANTS SEARCH GRANTS APPLICANTS ™ GRANTORS SYSTEM-TO-SYSTEM FORMS CONNECT SUPPORT

I
A (

GRANTS.GOV ' Applicants ) Organization Registration

ORGANIZATION REGISTRATION

=
GRANT APPLICATIONS
» How to Apply for Grants
» Track My Application
APPLICANT RESOURCES
» Workspace Overview
» Applicant Eligibility
» Organization Registration

» Step 1: Obtain a DUNS Number

» Step 2- Register with SAM Registering an Organization
» Step 3: Register with Grants.gov The instructions below are for new organizations or organizations that have never applied for a federal grant Help: Online User Guide
" before. Most applicants work for organizations that already completed these steps to do business with the federal Find registration, search, and application
» Applicant Registration overnmant instructions for all users in the Granis.gov
» Applicant Training 9 Online User Guide.
» Applicant FAGS - Before your organization can apely for a federal grant, there are several steps an organization must complste For detailed applicant information, review
» Adobe Software Compatibility outside of Grants.gov prior to submitting an application through Grants.gov. An organization is an enfity that tnedApphcants section of the online user
» Submlmng. UTF-8 Special Characters submits grant applications on behalf of the group, such as a state government, nonprofit organization, or a private guide.
» Enceuntering Errer Messages Business. Once you form 2 legal entty with 2 Employer dentfication Number (EIN), you are reacy to complete e
steps below. Help: Supgort Center
Contact the Grants.gov Support Center to
Below are the main steps and links to more information to complete this process. The process below can take get help from a representative.
between ihree business days and five weeks, so please make sure o begin early. If you do not complete these

L - . Email us af support@arants.gav or visit our
sieps by the submission deadline, you are unlikely fo be allowed o submit an application. Coniact the federal Support page

agency point of contact listed in the grant opportunity to discuss that agency's policy.

1. Obtain a DUNS Number

* =2t a DUNS number? How long does this step usually

—u taka?

hitps://www.grants.gov/web/grants

FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION




Grants.gov Training

B Applicant Training | GRA % allo|@| 3z
& C | & Secure | httpsy//www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/applicant-training.html | ® :

HELP | REGISTER | LOGIN

GRANTS.GOV™

HOME LEARN GRANTS

SEARCH GRANTS

LG W Grant Opportunities ¥ Enter Keyword... GO

APPLICANTS ~ GRANTORS SYSTEM-TC-SYSTEM FORMS CONNECT

SUPPORT

GRANTS.GOV ) Applicants ) Applicant Training

APPLICANT TRAINING

GRANT APPLICATIONS

» How to Apply for Grants

» Track My Application
APPLICANT RESOURCES

» Workspace Cverview

» Applicant Eligibility

» Organization Registration

» Applicant Registration

» Applicant Training

» Applicant FAGS

» Adobe Software Compatibility
» Submitting UTF-8 Special Characlers
» Encountering Ermor Messages

TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION
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Training Resources and Videos for Grants.gov
‘Whether you need a high-level introduction to the Grants.gov application process, or you are looking for a step-by-
step explanation of a particular Applicant task, we encourage you to consult the resources on this page.

For more context and general information about the federal grants lifecycle, visit the Grants 101 section under the
Learn Grants tab.

Featured Video

[WEBINAR] Getting Started with Grants.gov Workspace: Become a Workspace Wizard
Updated on October 12, 2047

\Workspace is Grants gov's shared, online environment to collaboratively complete and submif federal grant
applications. 'With the Legacy PDF application retiring on December 31, 2017, Granis.gov provided this free
webinar to help applicants get started using Workspace.

[HD] [WEBINAR - Oct. 10, 2017] Getting Started with G

vV

Help: Online User Guide

Find registration, search, and application
instructions for all users in the Grants.gov
Online User Guide.

For detailed applicant information, review
the Applicants section of the online user
guide.

Applicant Overview

Grants.gov Applicant Overview Training
Presentation - Everything you need fo know
about navigating Grants.gov as an
Applicant.

Grants.gov Presentation Reguest Form - If
you would like o request brochures or a
complimentary Grants.gov presentation on
the Find and Apply process, please fill out
this form and submit it to
support@arants.gov.

For a step-bv-step auide to oraanization




Grants.gov Search

BB Search Grants | GRANTS X &ll=|@| 32
& (¢ | & Secure | httpsy//www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.htmli?keywords=low%200r%20no W ®

HELP | REGISTER | LOGIN

GRANTS.GOV™

HOME LEARN GRANTS SEARCH GRANTS APPLICANTS GRANTORS SYSTEM-TO-SYSTEM FORMS CONNECT SUPPORT

GRANTS.GOV ) Search Grants
BASIC SEARCH CRITERIA:
Keyword(s): ||Dw ormo | Search Tips | Export Detailed Data
Opportunity Number: | | SORT BY: | Relevance (Descending) v || Update Sort DATE RANGE: | Al Available v || Update Date Range
CFDA: | | 1 - 25 OF 751 MATCHING RESULTS: «Previous @ 23456 . 31 Next»
SEARCH ]
Opportunity Mumber Opportunity Title Agency Opspgrltﬂ:ﬂy Posted Date Close Date
OPPORTUNITY STATUS:
¥/ Forecasted (14) FTA-2018-003-LOWNO Solicitation of Project Proposals for the Low or No DOT-FTA Fosted 04/23/2018 0&/M13/2018
¥ Posted (737) Emission Program (Low-No) Program
O closed (1,233 HHS-2013-ACL-CIP-NWBC-0235 No Wrong Door System Business Case Development | HHS-ACL Posted 041172018 06/11/2018
) Archived (23,068) FAR-12-337 MCI Mentored Clinical Scientist Research Carser HHS- Posted 1003172017 01/07/2021
Development Award to Promote Diversity (K02 - No MNIH11
Independent Clinical Trials)
'j”"n'"ﬁ INSTRUMENT TYPE: N PAR-18-349 Short-term Mentored Caresr Enhancement Awards | HHS- Posted 1100712017 | D3/06/2019
¥ All Funding Instruments for Mid-Career Investigators to Integrate Basic NIH11
Il Cooperative Agreement (378) Behavioral and _S_ocial S_ciences (K18 - No
[ Grant (479) Independent Clinical Trials)
O Gther (56) PAR-18-366 NCI Transition Career Development Award to HHS- Posted 12002017 01/07/2021
|_| - ¢ Contract (44 Fromate Diversity (K22 - No Clinical Trials) MNIH11
| Procurement Contrac - - ; - - -
(44) FA-18-354 Midcaresr Investigator Award in Patient-Oriented HHS- Fosted 11222017 01/07/2021
Research (Parent K24 - No Independent Clinical NIH11
+ ELIGIBILITY: Trials)
¥ Al Eligibilities = PA-15-373 Mentored Clinical Scientist Research Career HHS- Posted 11/21/2017 | 01/07/2021
) City or township governments (124) ng_elopm_ent Award (Parent KO3 - No Independent MNIH11
) County governments (125) Clinical Trials)

FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION
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VIEW GRANT OPPORTUNITY

S5, FTA-2018-003-LOWNO
% Solicitation of Project Proposals for the Low or No Emission Program (Low-No) Program
¢ Department of Transportation

DOT/Federal Transit Administration

« Back | Link
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SYNOPSIS VERSION HISTORY RELATED “UMENTS PACKAGE

Print Package List o
Select Grant Opportunity Package

PLEASE READ BEFORE APPLYING!

If you view and complete your application package using Grants.gov downloadable PDF forms, you MUST have Adobe Reader installed. You may receive a validation error using incompatible
versions of Adobe Reader. To prevent a validation error, it is now recommended you uninstall any earlier versions of Adobe Reader and install the latest compatible version of Adobe Reader.
If more than one person is working on the PDF forms, ALL applicants must be using the same Adobe Reader version. Click for more information on Adobe Reader Compatibility. Click for
more information on Adobe Reader Compatibility.

‘OPPORTUNITY PACKAGE(S) CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR THIS FUNDING OPPORTUI

CFDA Competition ID Competition Title Cpportunity Package ID Opening Date Closing Date Actions
Solicitation of Project
Proposals for the Low or No .
20,526 FTA-2018-003-LOWNO Emission Program (Low-No) PKGO0241339 04/2372018 06/18/2018 Preview | Apply
Program

NI

STRATION
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SF-424 Form

View Burden Statement

OME Number: 4040-D002
Expiration Date: 01/31/2018

APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL ASSISTANCE SF-424 - MANDATORY

1.d. Version:

B Initial || Resubmission [ | Revision [_] Update

2. Date Received:

STATE USE ONLY:

3. Applicant Identifier:

5. Date Received by State:

L 1]

4a. Federal Entity Identifier:

1.a. Type of Submission: 1.b. Frequency:
Application < Annual

|:| Plan D Quarterly

[] Funding Request [ other

[] otner

Other (specify): Other (specify):
1.c.C i Applicati unding R st?
ver [t

4b. Federal Award Identifier:

6. State A) Identifier:

7. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

a. Legal Name:

b. Employer/Taxpayer Identification Number (EIN/TIN):

c. Organizational DUNS:

| 11 |

d. Address:

Sireet1: Street2:

City: County / Parish:

[ | |
State: Province:

Country: Zip ! Postal Code:

| USA: UNITED STATES

HIl

e. Organizational Unit:

Department Name

Division Name:

f. Name and contact information of person to be

on matters i

ing this iSSiH

Prefix: First Name:

Middle Name:

=] I




Supplemental Form

FEDERAL TRANSIT AD

vl

Reset Form

Applicant and Proposal Profile

Is this a resubmission dueto an gefrom FTA? ( Yes (@ No

Low or No Emission Bus Program (5339(c))

Validate Form |

Section I. Applicant Information

Organization Legal Name: |

FTA Recipiant Number: |

Applicant Eligibility: (™ Diract or Designated recipient
 State

(" Local Governmental Authority
(" AFederally-recognized Native American Tribe

Population Served: (' Small Urbanized Area
(" Large Urbanized Area
 Rural

Description of sarvices provided and areas served.

Section Il. Project Information/Evaluation Criteria

About the Project

Project Title:
(Descriptive title of this project]

Project Executive Summary:

Applicant and Proposal Profile Form -Low or No Emission Bus Program (5338(c))

Page1of 5




Supplemental Form

Updates
* Population Served
Removed “Add Project” button

Project Statement of Work

— Example: ABC Transit is requesting $X to fund the purchase of X battery electric
buses to replace X diesel buses that have exceeded useful life.

List of Supporting Documentation

Vehicle and Facility Description
— For vehicle replacement/facility rehabilitation projects only.

Vehicle Description QTyY Vehicle Year Vehicle Mileage
Insert ltem
Years Facility
Used by Facility Last Renovation
Facility Description Applicant Construction Date Date

OMINISTRATION

24

Insert [tem




Supplemental Form

Project Budget

Only applies to applicants who are using formula funds for the project.
Use the Local Financial Commitment section to show detailed
breakdown.

v1.0

Other Federal
Description QTY Federal Amount Funds Local Match Total Cost

‘ Low-No Funds | 5307 Funds ‘Total local mat
[ msertiem | Totat: | H I [ |

Matching Funds Information
Matching Funds Amount:  LOCal match for Low-No ONLY

Source of Matching Funds.

Supporting Documentation of Local Match,




Federal Amount

Amounts must match or the application may not be reviewed.

SF-424

15. ESTIMATED FUNDING:

a. Federal ($): b. Match (5):

Supplemental Form

-~ ~

Other Federal
Description QTY Federal Amount Funds Local Match Total Cost

[ ]

Insert Item Total:




Key Takeaways

Use the NOFO.
Documentation is crucial.

Tell your story.




Questions

Tara Clark
Federal Transit Administration
Phone: 202-366-2623

Email: tara.clark@dot.gov

https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/lowno



mailto:tara.clark@dot.gov
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/lowno
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