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Training Objectives 

• Provide an introduction to TrAMS and an 
orientation to how to use the system. 

• Explain how to look up information and what 
the information means. 

• Provide resources that may help you as you 
begin to use the system.

• Module-by-module information available on 
the TrAMS web page
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Session at a Glance

1.  Overview/Background Information
2. Accessing TrAMS, logging in, and navigating
3 . Querying and understanding Recipient Information.
4. Application/award and project information.
5. Querying information and running reports.
6. Financial Information and Codes 

Breaks for Questions and Answers 
Live Demonstration at the End 
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FTA’s Public TrAMS Page
http://www.fta.dot.gov/TrAMS

http://www.fta.dot.gov/TrAMS


Reporting Errors/Issues to the Help Desk
Help Desk: (877) 561-7466 

FTA.TrAMS.Help@DOT.GOV

1. Your Name
2. Your Email/Phone Number
3. Incident Number (if you called 

the Helpdesk and already have 
one)

4. Date/Time incident occurred
5. Environment (Production vs. 

Training)
6. Browser and Version (Chrome 

vs Internet Explorer vs Firefox 
vs Safari vs Tablet vs Other?)

1. Brief Description of Issue (steps 
of what you were trying to do)

2. Screenshots of forms/error 
messages

3. User Type (FTA vs. Recipient)
4. Cost Center/Region
5. User Roles
6. Recipient ID (if applicable)
7. Application Number (if applicable)

6

mailto:FTA.TrAMS.Help@DOT.GOV
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Your FTA Local Security Manager
• https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grantee-resources/teamtrams/federal-transit-

administration-local-security-managers-trams

7

https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grantee-resources/teamtrams/federal-transit-administration-local-security-managers-trams


GENERAL INFORMATION
Part 1
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FTA: A Grant Making Agency 
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FTA A Grant Making Agency



11

A Brief History of Electronic Grant Making at FTA

• 1970s and 1980s. Paper grants. 
• 1994—1998. Electronic Grant Making and 

Management (EGMM) 
• 1998—2015. We go web-based with TEAM (The 

Transit Electronic Award Management System).
• 2016—TrAMS (The Transit Award Management 

System) built using a business process modeling 
(BPM) system
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A Brief History of TrAMS 

• 2010-2012: Requirements Gathering.
• 2012-2014: Design, demonstration, beta 

testing, redesign of FMS and ECHO
• 2015-2016:  Testing
• November 30, 2015: TEAM closed
• February 16, 2016: TrAMS Deployment
• FY 2017: Operations and maintenance and 

system improvement.
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TEAM and TrAMS

• Almost all information and attachments in 
TEAM as of November 30, 2015 was migrated 
into TrAMS.

• TrAMS uses different numbering and formats 
for applications and awards.

• Know when you are looking at a “TEAM” 
award vs. a “TrAMS” award.
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TrAMS Objectives

• Efficiency: FTA and its grantees will be able to consolidate redundant activities and 
streamline grant making and grant management processes. 

• Transparency: Stakeholders inside and outside FTA will be better able to 
understand how taxpayer dollars are awarded and disbursed for specific transit 
projects and services. 

• Integrity: Improved internal controls will help ensure that grants are awarded and 
managed consistent with Federal requirements. 

• Consistency: Data and information in TrAMS will match information found in 
related government IT systems. 

• Flexibility:The new system can be modified more quickly, easily and cost-effectively 
to make improvements and respond to new directives. 



Factors that contributed to TrAMS’ design, 
organization, and functionality
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TrAMS

Stakeholder input, testing, 
feedback 

Appian Platform & 
Features 

TEAM, FMS, Delphi 
System Requirements

Law, OMB Guidance, FTA 
Circulars and Grants A to Z

Contract scope of work 
and resources Project Timeline 
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TrAMS and Financial Systems
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TrAMS and Other IT Systems
• TrAMS syncs with the System for Award 

Management (SAM) to bring in organizational 
information from SAM. 

• TrAMS feeds discretionary grant information to the 
Grants Notification System (GNS) so that Congress 
is notified prior to FTA awarding a discretionary 
grant or earmark.

• TrAMS feeds data on awards to 
www.usaspending.gov so the public has information 
on Federal awards. 

http://www.usaspending.gov/
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TrAMS, Appian, and the Workflow
• TrAMS uses a platform developed by the Appian 

Corporation.

• The Appian platform is currently being used for FTA’s 
National Transit Database (NTD) reporting requirements. 

• Future efforts will also house Otrak and the Discretionary 
Grants System (DGS) on the Appian Platform

• The Appian platform is workflow based.
• What work you have to do depends on what system roles 

you have. 



Recipient User Roles
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TEAM Recipient/Grantee 
"Functions“ seen on  TEAM
Request Form

Equivalent TrAMS Recipient User 
Group/Role

LSM Review
PIN 

Required

NA User Manager NA
NA Developer NA
Submit Submitter Yes
Civil Rights/DBE Reporting Civil Rights NA
Execute Official Yes

Certify as Official Official Yes
Certify as Lawyer Attorney Yes

Certify as Both Assign Both Attorney and Official Yes
NA FFR Reporter NA
NA MPR Reporter NA
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Workflow Example
1. Once an application is created and transmitted, the FTA 

staff with the intake manager role receives a task to begin 
review (and an email notification that there is work to do)

2. Once FTA completes the review, the recipient user with 
the submitted role receives a task to formally Submit the 
application.

3. Once an application has been submitted, the FTA staff 
person that the intake manager has assigned to serve as 
the pre-award manager receives a task to process the 
application through final review. 

4. Once FTA makes the Award, the recipient user with the 
Official role receives a task to execute the award. 
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Workflow Notifications/Tasks 
• Notifications: are emails to identify an action 

that must be completed and does not 
necessarily have an complimentary task.

• Tasks : are emails associated with a Task 
function, and will also be listed in the Task Tab.

• Tasks and notifications go to User Groups; if 
you have multiple people assigned to a group, 
you may need to coordinate outside of the 
system before claiming a task. 
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Notifications/Tasks Example
• Quarterly Reports are Task Based; you will 

receive an email task notification. 
• Anyone who is assigned the FFR or MPR 

Reporter Role will receive the email.  Anyone 
in the group can claim the task(s). Once 
claimed it is no longer in the queue.



Notifications/Tasks Example

We realize some individuals 
wear many hats and 
therefore may have many 
roles.  Consider using rules 
to manage your incoming 
TrAMS emails (a quick 
reference guide to set rules 
in Outlook is posted on the 
TrAMS page). 
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Is there a training version of TrAMS?

• Yes, however access is currently limited to 
FTA staff.
– We’ve limited access to FTA staff, for now, because there can be a time 

lag between when the training environment catches up with new 
features added to the production environment, and because we do not 
have the help desk resources to respond to questions/issues in the 
training as well as the production environment. 

• FTA regional staff may use the training 
environment for trainings or one-on-one 
tutorials. 
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Improving TrAMS

• Just as TEAM changed and improved between 1998-2015, TrAMS is 
improving as well.

• We’ve been working to implement priority improvements expressed by 
FTA and recipients as part of a review of FY 16 grantmaking.

• Appian also deploys upgrades to their software.
• When we deploy significant changes, we also deploy tip sheets and may 

hold webinars.
• We’re working on posting a running log of deployments in TrAMS an d 

updating our user guide.  
• If you have a suggestion for a way TrAMS can be improved, please contact 

FTA.TrAMS.Help@dot.gov and our help desk will log the request. 

mailto:FTA.TrAMS.Help@dot.gov


GAINING ACCESS TO TRAMS, LOGGING IN, 
AND NAVIGATING THE SYSTEM

Part 2
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How do I access TrAMS?
• If you do not have a TrAMS account, contact your organization’s user 

manager who can create one for you. 
• You will need a business email address (this will be your username).
• The TrAMS roles you need depend on what business you need to do with 

FTA in TrAMS (discuss with your user manager and your supervisor).
• Some roles require supporting documentation from your organization’s 

CEO (or equivalent) that you’ve been delegated the authority to act on 
behalf of the organization. 

• Not sure who your user manager is? Talk to your FTA local security 
manager (LSM). 

• If your organization does not have a user manager, your FTA LSM can 
create an account for you. 

27
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What if I also Need Access to the NTD? 

• If you need access to both TrAMS and the NTD, talk to your 
NTD user manager as well as your TrAMS user manager (in 
some organizations, the same person is the user manager for 
both systems, while other organizations have separate user 
managers).  

• Your NTD user manager can give you the appropriate NTD 
user roles.

• When you log onto FTA’s Appian platform, you will have 
access to both TrAMS and the NTD (separate log-ins are not 
required).  
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What if I’ve been locked out of TrAMS? 

• If you have not logged in to TrAMS within the past 60 days, 
you are locked out. 

• We implemented this feature in February 2017 to comply 
with government-wide IT standards for limiting access to 
systems for users that do not use them frequently.

• The lock prevents access to using the functions of the system 
versus preventing a user from logging on to either system

• Users should receive email warnings 15, 10, and 5 days prior 
to being locked out
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What if I’ve been locked out of TrAMS? 

There are two ways to unlock your account:
– Answer previously established security questions
– Submit an unlock request  to your user manager.

• If your organization does not have a user manager, the unlock 
request will be sent to your FTA LSM

– Both options can be reached by clicking on the “Actions” 
tab in TrAMS (although you are prevented from accessing 
most TrAMS functions while locked out, you are allowed 
access to “Actions” tab items in order to unlock) 
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Logging into TrAMS
The URL for TrAMS (and the NTD) is: 
https://faces.fta.dot.gov/suite/

You will need to login using your username and 
password. 
Your username is your business email address. 
First time logging in: click the “forgot password” 
link and you will be prompted to create a 
password. 

https://faces.fta.dot.gov/suite/


32

Set Up Password
• The URL in the email will take you to the entry of TrAMS; Click 

on “I Agree” Button to be taken to the Sign In page. 
• DO NOT enter information in the Username field or Password 

field.  Select the blue “Forgot Your Password” link in the bottom 
left corner; it is a hyperlink to the next step.

Leave Blank
Select “Forgot 

Your Password” 
Link
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Set Up Password
• The “Forgot your password” link will send you to a screen where you will 

enter your email address.. 

• Your Username is case sensitive and must be lowercase.
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Set up Password
• Once you click “send email” you will receive an email to create a 

password. 
• Click the link and enter your new password. 
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Password Basics
• Your User Name is your business email 

(jane.doe123@Transit567.com)
• Your User Name is case sensitive – lowercase only!
• Your password requirements are as follows:

– Min. Password Length: 12 Characters
– 1 Alphabetic Character
– 1 Numeric Character
– 1 Symbol: ! " # $ % & ' ( ) * + , - . / : ; < = > ? @ [ \ ] ^ _ ` { | } ~
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System Security Requirements
Password updates are required every 
60 days.  This is similar to TEAM. 
This is a requirement that is imposed 
on FTA to ensure a secure system.   



TRAMS NAVIGATION BASICS
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The Basics: System and Browser

System works on multiple browsers; your experience 
will differ based on browser and version.
You can also use TrAMS on tablets (and on smart 
phones)
Appian has an application you can download, but is not 
required to access TrAMS.

Safari Explorer

Chrome Firefox 
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The Basics: Inside TrAMS
FTA has incorporated into the system:
FTA Guidance Information  
Resource Links to  Websites
Status Information (progress bars and 

requirements tables) 
Error Messages to notify the user when 

something is missing or an invalid value was 
entered
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The Basics: Inside TrAMS
• Breadcrumb Trails help you know where 

you are in the system and to navigate the 
system.

• Hyperlinks to System Records may also 
be used to navigate within the system.

• Multiple ways to get to or search for the 
same information.
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Basic Format &Terminology

Navigation Tabs & Sign Out & User Profile

Forms and 
Main Menus
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News Tabs
News:  This is your Landing Page. 
• Here you will receive application and system news 

(information), and you can collaborate with other TrAMS 
users through messaging (posts, tasks, kudos, etc).  News 
feeds and messages may be targeted to specific users, groups, 
or to all users. 

Keep in mind all information is FOIA-able. There are 
limitations on what/when information can be deleted. 
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The News Tab
The News tab provides information on the status of applications 
and certain FTA actions taken on an application. 
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Task Tab

• Tasks list the specific work items that have 
been assigned to the you the user or the 
user group which you belong. It lists the 
most current action first, and there is a tool 
to filter your tasks. 

• Here in this example there are four (4) tasks 
pending to complete.  
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Task Tab
If you have a user role that requires you to accept tasks, they will populate in a list, 
but there is also a handy option to filter by category. Completed tasks will fall off 
the list.  You may also notice “stray tasks” that appear when you go to a record and 
then leave the record (the stray task allows you to pick up where you left off).
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Records
The Records can be used to search for and work on records 
that exists in the system.
1. Application/Awards are associated with the recipients’ 

organization
2. Projects make up applications and awards
3. Recipient Organization make up the recipients’ 

organizational information 
4. Static Reports are nightly generated reports and 

archived reports from TEAM
5. Users are users that have access to TrAMS within the 

recipients’ organization.
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Reports

• The reports tab contains some of the TrAMS 
reports you can run (eventually all reports will 
be here). 

• You can find our disbursement-by-
disbursement report (deployed in January) at 
this link.
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Actions Tab
The  Actions Tab Functions:
1. Allows the user to performs searches for specific records 

(search for applications or user information).
2. Allows the user to create applications (if you have the 

appropriate user role).
3. Allows the user to create and view Excel reports that 

compile your organization data in the system (e.g. 
Application by Status Report). 



Your User Account & Sign Out
• In the Navigation Bar top 

right side of the screen 
you will find a Profile Icon. 

• Click on your icon or the 
drop arrow, either works 
and the following Menu 
Options Populate: 

• Profile, Setting, and Sign 
Out. 

It is preferred that you sign 
out here; but you can also 
simply close your browser 
without an error message. 
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Your User Profile
You can update your profile to include a photo, background information, 
your title, and contact information (this is optional). Note that your photo 
will also appear on the News Feed if you send tasks or take some other 
actions in the system.
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Your User  Profile
Under User Details Dashboard you can view your user roles.
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Setting up your Security Questions



NAVIGATING RECORDS
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Summary Page & Dashboards
• When you select a Record, you will land on the summary 

page. It provides an overview of the record. 
• The record will have a dashboard at the top to that provides 

more information.
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Related Actions 
If you don’t find the information you are looking for on the summary screen or the top 
dashboard, click on the “Related Actions” link. This gives you access to more information about 
the record and, if you have roles other than read-only it’s one place where you go to take action 
on a record (like logging a comment on an application). 
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Tip: Use Dashes When Searching
In TrAMS in search fields you must include the dash. You can 
then hit “search or click Enter
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I’m “Working” 
Around the middle of the screen at the top you will see the 
words “Working” or Actions Successfully Completed. Working 
means it is completing the action you just took, therefore wait 
for the working to stop before you move onto another action.
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Tables/Grids: You can sort on any column, 
look for the little arrow.
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Selection Box
In many modules you will find check boxes, the are associated with data in the 
system.  The selection either continues to another form to view or modify 
data, delete the data you selected or to populate a form to complete 
information associated with the selection. 
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TrAMS Navigational Buttons
• There are not always “Save” buttons. Each module is 

intended to take you through a shorter sequence of steps and 
then save as you move to the next step of a workflow or to 
complete a workflow.

• Continue button is the generally the typical path to save and 
or move forward in a workflow. 

• Cancel button generally means you do not want to complete 
an action.

• Close button generally means you are done, and you leave 
the page/screen.

• Some Buttons populate after you take an action to complete a 
workflow.
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Security Timeouts  
We’ve implemented the following procedures to comply with 
security requirements: 
• TrAMS will time you out if you’ve logged in but have not taken 

action in the system after 30 minutes.
• If you have not logged in after 60 days, TrAMS will lock you 

out (see previous slides on how to regain access).



YOUR ORGANIZATION’S 
INFORMATION

Part 3
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Who can see my organization’s 
information?

• Other users who work for your organization.
• FTA TrAMS users
• Department of Labor TrAMS users.
• In some cases, your State DOT or MPO.
• In some cases, FTA contractors conducting 

oversight reviews of your organization.
• Occasionally, staff from the DOT OIG or the 

GAO. 
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Looking up Recipients
• In most cases, you will have access to only one organization, the one you 

work for. 
• For those users who have access to multiple organizations, you will be able 

to look up all of the organizations you have access to. 
• Recipient information can be looked up via the Records tab or the Actions 

tab.
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Recipient Information

• The recipient profile page has general 
information and links to more details.
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Recipient Information 
• “Locations” identify the urbanized areas and 

Congressional Districts that recipients are associated 
with.
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Recipient Information
• “TrAMS Users” identify the individuals who have access to the recipient, 

and the individual’s TrAMS roles. 
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Recipient Information

“Applications/Awards” provides a link to the 
recipients’ applications and awards. 
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Recipient Information

• Additional information is available via the 
“related actions” link. 
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Recipient Documents 
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Civil Rights Program Information
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Certifications and Assurances
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Points of Contact



APPLICATION/AWARD 
INFORMATION

Part 4



75

Querying Applications/Awards

• If you have access to just your own 
organization, you will be able to query 
applications/awards for your organization only.

• If you have access to multiple applications, 
you’ll be able to query the applications/awards 
for those applications.

• You can look up open and closed awards as 
well as awards migrated from TEAM. 

75



76

Querying Applications
• You can query applications via the records tab, the actions tab, 

or within a recipient’s profile.

76
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Querying Applications 
• You can query applications using the complete Federal Award 

ID (FAIN) or a portion of the FAIN.



Pre-Award Statuses
• In progress
• In progress/Returned to 

Grantee.
• Transmitted/Ready for FTA 

review
• Initial Review/Concurrence
• Review Complete/Ready for 

of FAIN Assignment

• FAIN Assigned/Ready for 
submission

• Application Submitted
• Final 

Concurrence/Reservation
• Ready for RA 

concurrence/Award
• Obligated/Ready for 

Execution 



Post-Award Statuses 
• Active (Executed)
• Active/Budget Revision In 

Progress
• Active/Budget Revision 

Under Review 
• In progress/Administrative 

Amendment 
• Active Award/Inactive 

Amendment

• Active/Ready for Closeout
• Active/Closeout Requested
• Closed

79
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Application Summary Information
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Application Summary Information
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Additional Application/Award Information
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Application Points of Contact
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Application Control Totals
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Application Related Actions 
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View/Print Application
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Award Summary 
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Application Documents 
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Award Funds Status 



PROJECT INFORMATION 
Part 3 (Continued)
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TrAMS “Awards” vs. “Project”
Each Award has its own purpose or scope of work, defined by its 
Project(s) and its activities.
• All awards must have at least one project, and awards can have 

multiple projects. 
• For example,  a TrAMS Project may be used to define a specific 

project (e.g. The Main Street BRT, or the Red Line Station 
Expansion Project);  a 

• Project can also be used to group related but independent 
activities (e.g. Capital Improvements: Bus Preventative 
Maintenance, Shelter purchase Bus Replacements,  Security 
Improvements)
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TEAM & TrAMS – Terminology

TEAM Award

Project Number

Scope

Activity Line Items

TrAMS Award

Federal Award Identification Number 
(FAIN)

Project Number 

Budget Scope Code

Activity Line Item

Illustration Only
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Application Projects
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Project Summary Information
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Project Control Totals 



96

Project Related Actions 
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Program Plan Information
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Project Budget Activity Line Items and Milestones 
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Project Budget Activity Line Items and Milestones 
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Project Environmental Determinations



QUERYING DATA AND 
RUNNING REPORTS

Part 4
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Most Reports are Located on the “Actions” Tab
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Reports have Query Filters
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Reports Appear via a Hyperlink
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Some Reports are on the “Reports” Tab
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Static Reports on the “Records” Tab
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Static Report Format
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The Application by Status Report
Description: This report provides information on the status of grant and 
cooperative agreement applications in the FTA application review pipeline, 
beginning with transmission to FTA and through to execution. The report also 
tracks the status of closeout amendments transmitted to FTA.

Why use this report? To determine the status and application, who has last 
reviewed it, and what reviews still need to occur prior to award. To analyze 
the extent to which applications are in various stages of the review process.

Who may want to use this report? Recipient staff charged with managing 
applications through the development process from creation to award as well 
as tracking the post-award status of applications. 
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The Application Budget Report
Description: This report provides information on FTA grants and cooperative 
agreements pending award or awarded, the FTA program(s) funding the award, and 
information about disbursements that have taken place on the award, including % 
disbursed and days since disbursement

Why use this report? To obtain information about obligation amounts and 
disbursements made to grants and cooperative agreements at the grant level (not at 
the project level or the project-scope level) 

Who may want to use this report? Recipient staff charged with tracking the 
disbursed and undisbursed balances of awarded grants. 
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The Disbursement Report 

• Description:  This report allows users to query individual disbursements 
and/or refunds on a grant-by-grant basis. Unlike other reports in TrAMS 
which show a single, cumulative disbursement amount per grant or project, 
this report allows users to obtain a report of each disbursement or refund 
processed.  The information in this report can also be found in the “Award 
Funding—Transaction View” screen of the Award Funds Status Module for 
an individual award. 

• Why use this report? This report may be useful for individuals who 
need a transaction-by-transaction history of disbursements or refunds to 
an award, including the individual amounts and dates of the transaction.  
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The Project Budget Report
Description: This report provides information on FTA funds awarded and disbursed 
for specific public transit projects funded by FTA grants and cooperative agreements, if 
the application was created in TrAMS.   

Why use this report? To analyze FTA funding for specific public transportation 
projects (as defined by the recipient in their application for funding), which FTA grant 
programs are funding these projects, and the extent to which FTA funds for this 
projects have been disbursed to the recipient. 

Who may want to use this report? Recipient staff who want to track the status of 
projects funded in applications along with disbursements at the project-by-project 
level.



FINANCIAL INFORMATION AND 
CODES

Part 5
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Key Terminology  
• Federal Award ID (FAIN)
• Project Number
• PO Number
• Budget Scope Code and Suffix 
• Budget Activity Line Item
• Financial Purpose Codes
• Account Classification Codes
• Urbanized Area Codes
• Discretionary (or earmark) identification codes
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Why So Many Codes? 

• Draw down and track disbursements at the budget scope 
level.

• Track disbursements for individual projects within grants.
• Allow recipients to apply for multiple funding sources within 

the same application while tracking disbursements to these 
funding sources separately. 

• Track funds in grants back to the Congressional 
appropriations and apportionments or to FTA discretionary 
allocations. 

• Organize financial information in a way that our financial 
systems (FMS, ECHO, Delphi) can process. 
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TrAMS Awards & the “FAIN” 

• Each Award is assigned a  “Federal Award 
Identification Number” (FAIN)

• This terminology is consistent with OMB’s 
Uniform Guidance

• The FAIN is a unique number to identify 
Awards and replaces the current TEAM term 
“Project Number”

• You may simplify by saying “Grant/Award ID”
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Temporary Application Numbers

Application Temp #: 1306-2016-15
• Vendor ID (1306)

• FY Application Record is created (2016)

• Next Application in Sequence (15)

Temporary number assigned by TrAMS when an application is 
created.

Formal FAIN assigned by regional or HQ staff when application 
has been reviewed and is complete and ready for formal 
submission. 
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TrAMS Award FAIN 
CA-2016-021-00

CA = State

2016 = Fiscal Year the FAIN is Assigned

021= Next application in sequence (for the 
state, in the fiscal year the FAIN is assigned).

00=Initial Award (00) or Amendment (01, 02, 
etc…)
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Project Number

The project number “inherits” the FAIN. 
Application Temp #: 1306-2016-15

Project Temp # 1306-2016-15-P1

Application: CA-2016-021-00 

Project: CA-2016-021-01-00

If additional projects, they would be CA-2016-021-02-
00, CA-2016-021-03-00, etc
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Purchase Order (PO) Number
• TrAMS Generates PO Numbers to pass information 

through to our financial systems. 
• PO Numbers are generated at FAIN assignment.
• The PO Number is similar to the TEAM award 

Project Number. Each PO Number relates to the 
Fund Program (Section Code of funds) to be 
obligated.  A PO Number has:

 the State
 the Section Code of Funds
 the Activity Code (FPC Code) for Award
 the next Award in sequence
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Example PO Number   CA90X048

CA Recipient’s State
90 Fund Program Section Code
“X” FPC activity code 
048 Next number in sequence for the 

State/Section Code/Activity Code 
Combo

This example is the state of California’s 48th

Award of Section 90 funds (Section 5307).



121

Budget Scope Codes
• Used to track the categories of goods and services funded in 

grants and cooperative agreements. 
• Grants created and awarded in TrAMS disburse at the scope 

code level. 
• Common Examples:
• 111—Bus Rolling Stock
• 114—Bus Support Equipment and Facilities
• 123—Rail Station Stops and Terminals 
• 117—Bus Other Capital Items
• 300—Operating Assistance
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Budget Scope Code Suffixes 

• TrAMS will automatically assign a suffix to 
each budget scope in the grant.

• Suffixes are A1, A2, A3.
• Suffixes are assigned so that recipients with 

multiple budget scopes of the same type (i.e. 
multiple bus rolling stock scopes,  111-00) can 
draw down funds on one scope vs the other.
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Budget Activity Line Item Codes
• Provide more detailed, granular information on goods and services funded in the 

award.
• Not displayed in the award funds status module but visible in view/print of 

application or in project budget line items section. 
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Financial Purpose Code

• A two digit code applied at funds reservation.
• FPC’s were used in TEAM to track draw-

downs for Capital expenses (00), Operating 
(04), Planning (02).

• FPCs are still visible for TrAMS awards but not 
used since we track drawdowns by budget 
scope code. 
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Account Classification Code
• Used to track funds we award in grants and cooperative 

agreements back to the Congressional appropriations.
• Example: 2016.25.90.91.2
• 2016 = the Funding Fiscal Year (the year Congress 

appropriated the funds).
• 25 = Trust Fund or General Fund
• 90 = The FTA Funding Source (i.e. Section 5307 Urbanized 

Area Formula Program)
• 91 = a limitation code or sub-allocation within an FTA 

program.
• 2 =
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Urbanized Area Code

• Used to track funds in grants and cooperative 
agreements back to the urbanized area or 
state to which the funds were apportioned.

• Urbanized Areas (UZAs) have a six-digit code, 
i.e. 180960 (Fort Wayne, IN)

• State apportionments also have a six digit 
code i.e.  180000 (Indiana)
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Discretionary ID
• Used to track funds in awards back to discretionary allocations (or 

earmarks)
• Discretionary IDs set up for each program and each allocation assigned an 

id when we publish the allocations. 
• Example: D2015-TODP-0006
• D = Discretionary
• 2015 = the fiscal year we allocated the funds
• TODP = a program abbreviation (i.e. the Transit Oriented Development 

Pilot Program).  
• 0006 = the sixth allocation made under this program in this FY. 
• Discretionary IDs are associated with applications during FTA review. 
• Awards can contain a single discretionary ID or multiple IDs. 
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Additional Resources

• The TrAMS web page 
http://www.fta.dot.gov/TrAMS has: 
– Tip Sheets on Recent System Updates
– A Q and A section
– Past training recordings and presentations
– A list of your local security managers
– The TrAMS user guide (currently being updated)
– The Activity Line Item Tree
– A list of FTA funding sources and Section Codes
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http://www.fta.dot.gov/TrAMS
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Additional Resources

• Your FTA Regional or HQ office also has 
developed training and guidance materials.
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