
Date: ______________ 

Grant Applicant: ______________ 

Project Name: ______________ 

INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR PROBABLE 
CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION SECTION   

23 C.F.R. § 771.118(d) 

A. DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

B. LOCATION (INCLUDING ADDRESS):  Attach a site map or diagram,
which identifies the land use uses and resources on the site and the
adjacent or nearby land uses and resources.  This is used to
determine the probability of impact on sensitive receptors (such as
schools, hospitals, residences) and on protected resources.

C. METROPOLITAN PLANNING AND AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY:  Is the
proposed project “included” in the current adopted MPO plan, either
explicitly or in a grouping of projects or activities?  What is the
conformity status of that plan?  Is the proposed project, or are
appropriate phase of the project included in the TIP? What is the
conformity status of the TIP?

D. ZONING:  Description of zoning, if applicable, and consistency
with proposed use.

E. TRAFFIC IMPACTS: Describe potential traffic impacts, including
whether the existing roadways have adequate capacity to handle
increased bus and other vehicular traffic.

F. CO HOT SPOTS: If there are serious traffic impacts at any
affected intersection, and if the area is nonattainment for CO,
demonstrate that CO hot spots will not result.

G. HISTORIC RESOURCES:  Describe any cultural, historic, or
archaeological resource that is located in the immediate vicinity of
the proposed project and the impact of the project on the resource.

The contents of this document do not have the force and effect of law and are not 
meant to bind the public in any way. This document is intended only to provide clarity 
to the public regarding existing requirements under the law or agency policies.  
Updated 1/2/2020.



 
 H. NOISE: Compare the distance between the center of the proposed 

project and the nearest noise receptor to the screening distance for 
this type of project in FTA’s guidelines.  If the screening distance is 
not achieved, attach a “General Noise Assessment with 
Conclusions.” 

 
 I. VIBRATION:  If the proposed project involves new or relocated steel 

tracks, compare the distance between the center of the proposed 
project and the nearest vibration receptor to the screening distance 
for this type of project in FTA’s guidelines. If the screening distance 
is not achieved, attach a “General Vibration Assessment” with 
conclusions. 

 
 
  J. ACQUISITIONS & RELOCATIONS REQUIRED:  Describe land 

acquisitions and displacements of residences and businesses. 

 
 

 
  K. HAZARDOUS MATERIALS:  If real property is to be acquired, has a 

Phase I site assessment to investigate the potential for contaminated 
soils and groundwater been performed?  If a Phase II site assessment 
is recommended, has it been performed?  What steps will be taken to 
ensure that the community in which the project is located is protected 
from contamination during construction and operation of the project?  
State the results of consultation with the appropriate State agency 
regarding the proposed remediation? 

 
 
  L. COMMUNITY DISRUPTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

ANALYSIS:  Provide a socioeconomic profile of the affected 
community.  Describe the impacts of the proposed project on the 
community.  Identify any community resources that would be 
affected and the nature of the effect. 

 

a.  A description of the low-income and minority population within the study 

area affected by the project, and a discussion of the method used to 

identify this population (e.g. analysis of Census data,  minority business 

directories, direction observation, or a public involvement process.) 

 

b. A discussion of all adverse effects of the project both during and after 

construction that would affect the identified minority and low-income 

population. 

 

 



c. A discussion of all positive effects that would affect the identified 

minority and low-include population, such as an improvement in 

transit, service, mobility or accessibility. 

 

 
d. A description of all mitigation and environmental enhancement actions 

incorporated into the project to address the adverse effects, including but 

not limited to, any special features of the relocation program that go 

beyond the requirements of the Uniform Relocation Act and address 

community effects such as separation or cohesion issues; and the 

replacement of the community resources destroyed by the project. 

 

 
e. A discussion of the remaining effects, if any, and why further 

mitigation is not proposed. 

 

 
f. For projects that traverse predominantly minority and low-income and 

pre-dominantly non-minority and non-low-income areas, a comparison 

of mitigation and environmental enhancement actions that affect 

predominantly low-income and minority areas with mitigation 

implemented in predominantly non-minority or non-low-income areas.  

Recipients and subrecipients that determine there is no basis for such a 

comparison should describe why that is so. 

 

 
 M. USE OF PUBLIC PARKS, WILDLIFE REFUGES, and HISTORIC 

BUILDINGS: Indicate public parks, wildlife refuges, and historic 
buildings on the site map. If the activities and purposes of these 
resources will be affected by the proposed project, state how. 

 
 N. IMPACTS ON WETLANDS:  Show potential wetlands on the site 

map.  Describe the project’s impact on on-site and adjacent 
wetlands. 

 
 O. FLOODPLAIN IMPACTS:  Is the proposed project located within the 

100 year floodplain?  If so, address possible flooding of the proposed 
project site and flooding induced by proposed by the project due to 
its undertaking of floodplain capacity. 

 
  P. IMPACTS ON WATER QUALITY, NAVIGABLE WATERWAYS,& 

COASTAL ZONES:  If any of these are implicated, provide detailed 
analysis. 
  



 
 
 
____Q. IMPACTS ON ECOLOGICALLY-SENSITIVE AREAS AND 

ENDANGERED SPECIES: Describe any natural areas (woodlands, 
prairies, wetlands, rivers, lakes, streams, designated wildlife or 
waterfowl refuges, and geological formations) on or near the 
proposed project area. If present, state the results of consultation 
with the state department of natural resources on the impacts to 
these natural areas and on threatened and endangered fauna and 
flora that may be affected. 

 
 
   
  R. IMPACTS ON SAFETY AND SECURITY:  Describe the measures 

that would need to be taken to provide for the safe and secure 
operation of the project after its construction. 

 
 
  S. IMPACTS CAUSED BY CONSTRUCTION:  Describe the construction 

plan and identify impacts due to construction noise, utility disruption, 
debris and soil disposal, invasive plant species, air and water quality, 
safety and security, and disruptions of traffic and access to property.  
If applicable, please include any National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System best practice measures. 

 
 

The action described above meets the criteria for a NEPA categorical 
exclusion (CE) in accordance with 23 C.F.R. § 771.118(d) 
 

 




