United Kingdom Fact Finding Mission 2008
FTA Administrator James S. Simpson led a transit fact-finding and trade mission to London from May 12-16, 2008.  In recent years, the U. K. has emerged as one of the world’s great innovators in the field of public transportation.  London’s Congestion Pricing Scheme, under which motorists are required to pay special fees to drive in core areas of the city, has had a marked effect on traffic congestion and has been widely copied throughout the world.  London’s unique transit security measures, including an unrivaled network of CCTV cameras in public transport vehicles and facilities, have allowed the apprehension of terrorist suspects and the thwarting of potential security threats.  The United Kingdom (U.K.) has also pioneered railway privatization, with most of London’s suburban and commuter lines now privately operated.  The delegation met with officials from the Department for Transport, Transport for London, the Department of the Treasury, and the Department of Transport Security and Contingencies.  The mission also included a trip to the City of Bristol, which has formed a partnership with three other cities in the west of England to mitigate Business Roundtable, during which 60 representatives of U.S. and British companies discussed topics of common interest.
