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U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx announced today the availability of approximately 
$100 million in competitive grant funds through the Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) new 
Ladders of Opportunity Initiative. The funds may be used to modernize and expand transit bus 
service specifically for the purpose of connecting disadvantaged and low-income individuals, 
veterans, seniors, youths, and others with local workforce training, employment centers, health 
care, and other vital services. 
 
The available program funds may be used to purchase, replace, or rehabilitate transit buses and 
vans as well as to modernize or construct bus facilities (such as maintenance depots and 
intermodal facilities) in urban, suburban, and rural communities. Competitive proposals must 
also directly address ladders of opportunity for riders, including: 
 

•  Enhancing access to work for individuals lacking ready access to transportation, especially 
in low-income communities; 

•  Supporting economic opportunities by offering transit access to employment centers, 
educational and training opportunities, and other basic needs;  

•  Supporting partnerships and coordinated planning among state and local governments and 
social, human service, and transportation providers to improve coordinated planning and 
delivery of workforce development, training, education, and basic services to veterans, 
seniors, youths, and other disadvantaged populations.  

 
The Notice of Funding Availability for the FTA Bus and Bus Facilities Program, Ladders of 
Opportunity Initiative, appears in the Federal Register and can be accessing using the link below: 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-06-04/pdf/2014-12925.pdf.  
 
This notice solicits proposals to compete for funding under the aforementioned program and 
initiatives and includes the priorities established by FTA for these discretionary funds, the 
proposal evaluation criteria, and description on how to apply for funding. 
 
Complete proposals are due by 11:59 pm EDT on August 4, 2014. All proposals must be 
submitted electronically through the GRANTS.GOV “APPLY” function. 

915 Second Avenue 
Federal Bldg. Suite 3142 
Seattle, WA  98174-1002 
206-220-7954 
206-220-7959 (fax) 

REGION X 
Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, 
Washington 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-06-04/pdf/2014-12925.pdf


Page 2 of 2 
Bulletin – Funding Availability for Section 5309 Bus and Bus Facilities Program Supporting 

Ladders of Opportunity Initiative 
 

 

Any agency intending to apply should initiate the process of registering on the GRANTS.GOV 
site immediately to ensure completion of registration before the submission deadline. 
Instructions for applying can be found on FTA’s website at http://www.fta.dot.gov and in the 
“FIND” module of GRANTS.GOV. 
 
For program-specific questions about applying for the program funding outlined in this notice, 
please contact Mr. Sam Snead, Federal Transit Administration, 202-366-1089, fax: 202-366-
3475, or email, samuel.snead@dot.gov. A TDD is available at 1-800-877-8339 (TDDFIRS).  
 
For further information, contact Region 10’s Amy Changchien at 206-220-4464 or email 
amy.changchien@dot.gov.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
R.F. Krochalis 
Regional Administrator  
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