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Northwest-Southeast Light Rail Project; Dallas, Texas (Final Update)

The Northwest-Southeast Minimum Operable Segment is the federally-funded part of the Green
Line addition to the Dallas area’s light rail system. The figure below provides a map of the
Green Line, the federally-funded project, and the current Dallas-area light rail system.

The Green Line now extends 28.8 miles from southeast Dallas through downtown and then
northwest to Carrollton. The federally-funded project comprises 20.9 miles of the Green Line:
10.8 miles of the northwest segment and the entire 10.1 miles of the southeast segment. The
three other segments of the Green Line are a 5.5-mile locally funded northward extension of the
northwest segment, a 1.2-mile locally funded segment just west of downtown, and the 1.2-mile
downtown segment built in the 1990s as part of the initial Dallas area light rail lines.

The project was developed, built, and is now operated by Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART), the
regional transit agency.

Light rail lines to the northwest and southeast have been elements of the Dallas regional rail plan
since its earliest version in 1983. Light rail extensions for both corridors emerged as the
preferred alternatives from separate planning studies in 2000. These extensions then advanced
through separate federal environmental reviews but were evaluated and funded as a single
project in the Federal Transit Administration’s New Starts program.

The project entered preliminary engineering (PE) in July 2001, entered final design (FD) in June
2005, received a Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) in July 2006, and opened to service
over the full length of the Green Line in December 2010. The “before” milestone for this
Before-and-After study is 2007/2008. The “after” milestone is 2012 except as noted below.
This summary is an update and final version of the report from the Before-and-After Study for
the project. The 2014 summary was complete except for the ridership topic. Since then, DART
has completed the survey of ridership patterns after opening of the project, and this update is
limited to documenting the findings from that ridership survey.

Physical scope

The Green Line project is a double-tracked guideway with overhead electrification and full
separation from street traffic except at at-grade crossings. Most of the project is located within
railroad right-of-way purchased by DART in 1990. Active freight operations continue in some
sections including from Merrell Road to just south of Mockingbird Lane in the northwest
segment, and from near Hatcher Station to Buckner Station in the southeast segment. Freight
and light rail operate in a shared right-of-way but on their own physically separated tracks.

Of the 20.9 miles of the project, 12.19 miles are built at grade, 2.49 miles are on fill, 5.95 miles
are on elevated structure, and 0.29 miles are below grade within a runway protection zone near
Dallas Love Field Airport. The northwest segment is elevated for 5.2 miles of its 10.8 mile
length and has 48 grade-separated street crossings and 11 at-grade crossings. The southeast
segment is at grade for 8.1 miles of its 10.1-mile length and has 4 grade-separated crossings and
33 at-grade crossings.



















































