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Mr. Clnistopher Boylan 
Deputy Executive Director 
C_o_rporate an_d Corrununity Affairs 
347 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10017-3739 

Dear Mr. Boylan, 

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) reviewed the "MTA NYCT Second Avenue Subway 
Technical Memorandum No. 1 Assessing Design Changes," (Memorandum) dated November 2006. Based 
on our review of this Memorandum, the FTA has determined that the design changes to the Second Avenue 
Subway Project will not result in additional significant adverse environmental impacts. 

The November 2006 Memorandum satisfies the NEPA requirements as outlined in 23 CFR 
771.130 and no supplemental environmental review is necessary for the proposed changes. 

Please be aware that the Project must be carried out as described in the November 2006 
Memorandum. Ifchanges to the Project are made, FTA will need to dete1mine if additional environmental 
studies will be necessary before the changes are approved. Should you have any questions concerning this 
Project, please contact Nancy Danzig, Acting Director ofPlanning and Program Development at 212-668­
2180. 	 . 

o<i<i• 'Thompmo~
Regional Administrator 
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U.S. Department 
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Planning and Pro gram Development 

to: File 

Through: 	 Letitia Thompson, Regional Administrator 

Anthony Can, Deputy Regional Administrator 


This memo provides the results ofFTA's analysis ofpotential environmental impacts that could occur as 
a result of several changes in the design of the Second Avenue Subway Project (Project). FTA analyzed 
changes proposed by the Metropolitan Transp01iation Autho1ity/New York City Transit (MT AINYCT) 
since FTA's issuance of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) on Ap1il 8, 2004 and the 
Record ofDecision (ROD) on July 8, 2004. 

( 

FTA's analysis is based on a document submitted on November 13, 2006, by the MTA/NYCT, entitled 
"MTA NYCT Second Avenue Subway Technical Memorandum No. 1 Assessing Design Changes" 
(Teclmical Memorandum No. 1 ), discussions with MTA NYCT and a site visit in September 2006. 
Technical Memorandum No. 1 was submitted to FTA pursuant to CFR 450.771.130(c), to detennine if 
there are any significant changes to the Project and ifthere are any additional adverse impacts that could 
occur as a result of the changes. 

FTA has reviewed the Technical Memorandum No. 1, and has detennined that there are no additional 
adverse impacts as a result of the changes, and no changes to the mitigation measures desc1ibed in the 
FEIS and ROD. The NEPA requirements pursuant to 23 CFR 771.130 have been met and no further 
environmental review is necessary. 

Proposed Changes to the Project 

Following completion of the FEIS and Preliminary Engineering, Final Engineering has advanced for 
Phase I of the Project. Design of tunnels and stations to be built in Phase I has evolved and Project 
elements have been fu1iher defined. In addition, modifications have been made to reduce constrnction 
impacts and the cost of the Project. 

The MTAINYCT has made six changes to the Project. These changes involve constrnction of the 
tum1els south of701

h Street and design of the three stations to be included in Phase I of the Project. 
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As described in detail in the attached November 13, 2006 Teclmical Memorandum No. 1, the six 
changes are as follows: 

1. Reduction in length of the crossover cavern south of701
h Street; 

2. Changes in the construction technique for the curved tmmels south of661
h Street; 

3. Modifications to the Project's phasing for the portion of the main line tunnels south of681h. street; 
4. Modifications to 72nd Street; 
5. Modifications to 861

h Street; and 
6. Modifications to 961

h Street. 

Assessment ofEnviro1m1Cntal Impacts 

The Technical Memorandum No. 1 describes the FEIS design, the proposed six design modifications, 

and the impacts of these modifications during construction and operation compared to the impacts that 

were described in the FEIS. Also included in the memo is a description of the public outreach effort 

conducted, and a summary of any changes to the mitigation commitments described in the FEIS and 

ROD. 


The proposed design changes will result in the same or similar construction impacts to those identified 

in the FEIS. In some cases, the design changes will result in a reduction in impacts, including fewer 

property takings, fewer construction sites, and fewer excavated materials. No significant impacts have 

been identified by MTA!NYCT as a result of the changes. 


Mitigation 

No new or additional mitigation is required as a result of the proposed changes. The mitigation 
measures included in the ROD remain unchanged. 

Public Outreach 

The MTAJNYCT has been holding meetings with the affected comm1mities since the DEIS phase. 
Recent meetings have been held to update the community on the design changes desc1ibed in this 
technical memorandum. Below is a list of recent meetings: 

March 30, 2006 Manhattan Borough President's Second Avenue Subway Task Force 
April 3, 2006 Community Board 8 Second Avenue Subway Task Force 
May 8, 2006 Community Board 8 Second Avenue Subway Task Force 
July 11, 2006 Community Board 8 Second Avenue Subway Task Force 
October 11, 2006 Community Board 11 Public Health and Transportation Committee 

Prope1iy owners not affected by the FEIS design, but affected by the proposed changes, have been 
contacted. 
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Background on Transmittal of Technical Memorandum No. 1 

Prior to the submittal of the November 13, 2006 Technical Memorandum No. 1, the FTA received a 
Technical Memorandum from the MT AJNYCT on July 24, 2006. The Memorandum assessed the 
impacts of design modifications to the Second Avenue Subway Project since the issuance of the FEIS 
and ROD, and the MTAJNYCT found that there were no significant enviromnental impacts as a result of 
the modifications. Prior to FTA concun"ing with this funding, we requested clarifications on the reduced 
length of the track crossover cavern south of72"d Street, changes in construction ofmain line tum1els 
south of72"d Street, elimination of the 661

h Street shaft, station modifications to 7211d and 861
h Street 

stations, and fonnat changes to the memorandum. The November 13, 2006 Technical Memorandum 
addressed all ofFTA's requests and provided more detailed infonnation. 
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