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FTA Mission, Vision, Values

Mission
Improve America’s Communities 
through Public Transportation

Vision
A Better Quality of Life for All Built 
on Public Transportation Excellence

Values
Service Provide reliable, transparent, responsive, and anticipatory services to meet stakeholder needs

Integrity Commitment to the highest professional and ethical standards

Innovation Foster new ideas, concepts, and solutions for improved outcomes

Sustainability Optimize decisions, resources, and systems to make long-term positive 
impacts on the environment, infrastructure, and safety

Equity Remove barriers for systemically underserved communities to access all aspects 
of economic, social, and civic life
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FTA’s Mobility Innovation Research

Support a vision for carefree mobility for all: a safe, reliable, equitable, and 
accessible mobility system that supports complete trips for all travelers, 
everywhere.

Our research efforts seek to:
• Foster innovative transit technologies, practices, and solutions
• Support research of national significance that advances the state of the 

practice
• Leverage private sector innovation
• Ensure all travelers and communities can benefit
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Snapshot of FTA’s Mobility Innovation 
Programs

MOD Sandbox

11 Projects, $8M

Integrated Mobility 
Innovation (IMI)

24 Projects, $20.3M

Accelerating 
Innovative Mobility 
(AIM)

24 Projects, $20.3M

Enhancing Mobility 
Innovation

FY22: 9 Projects, $4M
FY24: $1.94M

2016 2019 2020 2021 – 2024 

Supporting activities
Foundational research, metrics development, evaluations, engagement, knowledge transfer, technical assistance
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Previous Enhancing Mobility Innovation 
Selected Projects
On August 9, 2022, FTA announced project selections for the fiscal year 2021 
Enhancing Mobility Innovation competitive funding opportunity
• 9 Projects
• $4 Million in awards
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Enhancing Mobility Innovation NOFO

• Notice of Funding Opportunity published July 1, 2024
o Submission Deadline: August 30, 2024

• $1,936,000 total available in 2 project areas:

1) Concept development and/or demonstration projects
2) Software development

• Minimum of $400,000 and maximum of $968,000 per 
project

• See FTA’s website for more information: 
https://www.transit.dot.gov/notices-funding/fiscal-year-2024-
enhancing-mobility-innovation-notice-funding 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/notices-funding/fiscal-year-2024-enhancing-mobility-innovation-notice-funding
https://www.transit.dot.gov/notices-funding/fiscal-year-2024-enhancing-mobility-innovation-notice-funding
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Concept Development and/or 
Demonstration Projects

• $968,000 available

• Projects that improve mobility and enhance the rider 
experience, with a focus on innovative service delivery 
models, creative financing, novel partnerships, and 
integrated payment solutions

• Funding proposals can be for concept development 
and/or demonstrations of innovative mobility ideas
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Software Development Projects

• $968,000 available

• Projects that facilitate integrated demand-response 
public transportation services that dispatch public 
transportation fleet vehicles through riders' mobile 
devices or other advanced means

• We seek software products that are interoperable, 
support open standards, and can be shared with other 
transit providers
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Eligible Applicants

• Providers of public transportation
• State or local government entities
• Private for-profit organizations
• Not-for-profit organizations
• Other organizations, such as research consortia and 

institutions of higher education

Partnering encouraged
• Applicants may identify one or more project partners with a 

substantial interest and involvement in the project

Eligibility is limited to United States entities. 
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Eligible Activities

Eligible activities may include, but are not limited to:

Concept development and/or demonstration projects:
• Project planning activities
• Equipment and services
• Modeling climate and equity impacts of innovation
• Engagement and outreach

Software development projects:
• Determining user needs
• Defining system requirements
• Development, validation, and verification
• Pilot implementation
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FTA Seeks Innovative Projects

• Traveler-focused

• Supports innovations that meet evolving mobility needs

• Advances equitable and climate-smart transportation

• Contributes to knowledge of national significance

• Improves public transportation service

• Advances the vision of carefree mobility for all
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Examples of Potential Projects

Data tools to enable 
climate-smart choices

Payment integration Novel partnerships

New models to enhance mobility 
in underserved communities

AI tools to personalize 
mobility
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Project Structure

Finance 
• 20% local cost-share minimum
• Projects structured on cost-reimbursable basis

Partners
• Project partners can be specified when applying

Implementation
• FTA will award Cooperative Agreement to successful applicants
• Evaluation and data collection
• Project implementation timeline not prescribed
• FTA Research Circular 6100.1E will help guide project implementation

https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/fta-circular-61001e-research-technical-assistance-and-training-programs
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Technical Evaluation Criteria

1. Demonstration of Innovation
2. Demonstration of Benefit
3. Project Team and Partners
4. Local Financial Commitment
5. Project Implementation Strategy
6. Technical, Legal, and Financial Capacity
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Review and Selection Process

• Technical evaluation review teams (Federal staff) will evaluate proposals 
based on the published evaluation criteria identified in the NOFO and 
provide technical recommendations to leadership

• FTA may also consider the extent to which applications promote key 
priorities of Executive Order 13990, which aims to:
o Promote clean energy, conservation, and environmental justice
o Emphasize scientific integrity and evidence-based decision making
o Mitigate climate change and prioritize environmental sustainability

• FTA may consider geographic diversity, diversity in recipient type/size, and 
cap the amount a single applicant may receive
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Application Documents

Applications will primarily be evaluated based on two 
documents:
1. Supplemental Form

o Basis for rating the 6 technical evaluation 
criteria

2. Project Overview 
o One-page document with key project 

information on the following: 
 Innovation
Benefits
Team and Partners
Approach
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FTA Notice of Funding Opportunity

FTA Website:   https://www.transit.dot.gov/
Funding Opportunity Notices: https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/notices

1

2

3

https://www.transit.dot.gov/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/applying/applying-fta-funding
https://www.transit.dot.gov/notices-funding/fiscal-year-2024-enhancing-mobility-innovation-notice-funding
https://www.transit.dot.gov/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/notices
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FTA Notice of Funding Opportunity pt.2

FTA NOFO Page contains:
• Summary description
• Supplemental Form
• Links to Grants.gov
• Links to program 

information
• Other references and links

https://www.transit.dot.gov/n
otices-funding/fiscal-year-
2024-enhancing-mobility-
innovation-notice-funding

Link to program 
page

Link to 
grants.gov

https://www.transit.dot.gov/notices-funding/fiscal-year-2024-enhancing-mobility-innovation-notice-funding
https://www.transit.dot.gov/notices-funding/fiscal-year-2024-enhancing-mobility-innovation-notice-funding
https://www.transit.dot.gov/notices-funding/fiscal-year-2024-enhancing-mobility-innovation-notice-funding
https://www.transit.dot.gov/notices-funding/fiscal-year-2024-enhancing-mobility-innovation-notice-funding
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Download Application NOTE: Anyone can download 
the application from Grants.gov. 
However, only “authorized 
organizational representatives” 
can submit applications in 
Grants.gov.
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Application Package
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Application Package pt. 2

CAUTION: Do not use “Supplemental Form” from prior 
years or create your own form. Please use the file 
provided from Grants.gov.

The “Attachment Form” shown below is 
included in the SF-424 Grant Application 
Package in Grants.gov.

Please attach the FTA Supplemental Form 
to the Attachment Form shown below when 
submitting in Grants.gov.
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Application Package pt. 3
The “Project Overview Template” is included in the 
grants.gov download package. Please fill out template 
with key project information on one page.

Please attach the Project Overview to the Attachment 
Form shown below when submitting in Grants.gov.



27

Grants.gov – Applicants 

https://grants.gov/applicants

https://grants.gov/applicants
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Applicant – Organization Registration
Applicants must register their 
organization in Grants.gov to 
submit applications

https://grants.gov/applicants/applicant-registration

https://grants.gov/applicants/applicant-registration
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Workspace in Grants.gov

https://grants.gov/applicants/workspace-overview

https://grants.gov/applicants/workspace-overview
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Web Addresses

FTA Funding Opportunities:
• https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/notices 
Grants.gov:
• https://grants.gov/
• https://grants.gov/applicants 
Contact Grants.gov Support Center to help with Grants.gov issues:
 Grants.gov Applicant Support
 1-800-518-4726
 support@grants.gov 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/notices
https://grants.gov/
https://grants.gov/applicants
mailto:support@grants.gov
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Questions

Please submit your questions using the Q&A button below

Frequently Asked Questions – 
• Eligibility
• Partners
• Review and selection process
• Project requirements
• Applying



Thank you!
Gwo-Wei Torng
gwo-wei.torng@dot.gov

Natalie Covill-Fontaine
n.covillfontaine@dot.gov

Molly King
molly.king@dot.gov

Johnita Glover
johnita.glover@dot.gov

Urvi Vallapareddy
u.vallapareddy.ctr@ad.dot.gov


	Enhancing Mobility Innovation Competitive Funding Opportunity Webinar
	Opening Remarks
	FTA Mobility Research
	FTA Mission, Vision, Values
	FTA’s Mobility Innovation Research
	Snapshot of FTA’s Mobility Innovation Programs
	Previous Enhancing Mobility Innovation Selected Projects
	Enhancing Mobility Innovation Competitive Funding Opportunity
	Enhancing Mobility Innovation NOFO
	Concept Development and/or Demonstration Projects
	Software Development Projects
	Eligible Applicants
	Eligible Activities
	FTA Seeks Innovative Projects
	Examples of Potential Projects
	Project Structure
	Technical Evaluation Criteria
	Review and Selection Process
	Application Documents
	Applying for FTA Grant Opportunities at grants.gov
	FTA Notice of Funding Opportunity
	FTA Notice of Funding Opportunity pt.2
	Download Application
	Application Package
	Application Package pt. 2
	Application Package pt. 3
	Grants.gov – Applicants 
	Applicant – Organization Registration
	Workspace in Grants.gov
	Web Addresses
	Questions
	Thank you!

