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2020 Census Implementation

Today’s Discussion:

• Introduction
 Spencer Stevens, FHWA
 Fleming El Amin, FTA

• Implementation Timeline
 Harlan Miller, FHWA
 Corbin Davis, FHWA

• Resources for Identifying Census Changes
 Bret Martin, FTA
 Supin Yoder, FHWA
 Ryan Long, FTA

• Question & Answer Session
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2020 Census Timeline

• March 24, 2022 Census Bureau published Final 
Criteria for Urban Areas in the FR

• Dec. 29, 2022 Census Bureau published listing of 
urban areas in the FR

• Jan. 6, 2023 Census Bureau published shapefiles for 
2020 urban areas

• June 5, 2023 FHWA/FTA published a list of TMAs in 
the FR including new TMAs

• Aug. 1, 2023 External webinar for stakeholders
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2020 Census Timeline

• Oct. 1, 2023 States should update their PL funds allocation 
formulas using 2020 Census population data and reflect 
any new MPOs in the formula

• Dec. 29, 2023 MPOs must be designated by the 
Governor(s) and local officials (1 year after UA’s published) 
for new areas over 50,000

• Dec. 29, 2023 Any UA boundary adjustments should be 
approved by the State and FHWA Div. Office

• Dec. 5, 2024 New TMAs must have a Congestion 
Management Process (18 mos. after FHWA/FTA designate 
TMAs in the FR)
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2020 Census Timeline

• Dec. 29, 2025 Highway functional classification updates 
should be completed. April 15th and June 15th HPMS 
submissions should reflect highway functional 
classification updates. (date 3 years after UA’s published 
in the FR)

• Dec. 29, 2026 New MPOs must have an adopted MTP and 
TIP (date 4 years after UA’s published in the FR)

• June 5, 2027 FHWA/FTA complete planning certification 
review for each new TMA
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2020 Census Resources –
Census Bureau
• Federal Register notice from December 29, 2022, for urban 

areas and final criteria clarifications
• Frequently asked questions (FAQs)
• Sortable spreadsheets
• TIGER/Line geographic shapefiles

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/12/29/2022-28286/2020-census-qualifying-urban-areas-and-final-criteria-clarifications
https://www2.census.gov/geo/pdfs/reference/ua/Census_UA_2020FAQs.pdf
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/guidance/geo-areas/urban-rural.html
https://www.census.gov/geographies/mapping-files/time-series/geo/tiger-line-file.2020.html#list-tab-FMM7UH7FII6HLZVA8F
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2020 Census Resources - FHWA

• Estimated schedule of activities
• Census FAQs
• HEPGIS maps and shapefiles
• Highway functional classification manual
• Federal Register Notice from June 5, 2023, FHWA and FTA 

Designation of TMA Areas

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/census_issues/urbanized_areas_and_mpo_tma/schedule/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/census_issues/urbanized_areas_and_mpo_tma/faq/
https://hepgis.fhwa.dot.gov/fhwagis/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/processes/statewide/related/highway_functional_classifications/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/06/05/2023-11810/designation-of-transportation-management-areas
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2020 Census Resources - FTA

• FTA 2020 Census Landing Page: transit.dot.gov/census

• Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) regarding the 2020 
Census and its implications for FTA recipients

• Crosswalk of changes to Urban Areas > 50K in 
population from 2010 to 2020 

• Interactive Map of geographic changes to Urban Area 
boundaries from 2010 to 2020

http://transit.dot.gov/census
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/fta-2020-census-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.transit.dot.gov/ntd/2020-census-changes-uzapopulation
https://www.transit.dot.gov/ntd/fta-census-map
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FTA 2020 Census Crosswalk

• The Crosswalk can be used to identify population-based changes 
to Urban Areas > 50K in population and provides descriptions of 
geographic changes

• The Crosswalk contains two primary tabs: ‘UZA 2020 Master’ and 
‘2010 UZAs Under 50K in 2020’

• ‘UZA 2020 Master’  New UZAs and those from 2010 that 
have retained a population of at least 50K

• ‘2010 UZAs Under 50K in 2020’  UZAs in 2010 that 
depopulated to less than 50K

https://www.transit.dot.gov/ntd/2020-census-changes-uzapopulation
https://www.transit.dot.gov/ntd/2020-census-changes-uzapopulation
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FTA 2020 Census Crosswalk

•UZA 2020 Master’ Changes from 2010 to 2020 described in columns P, Q, R, and S
•‘2010 UZAs Under 50K in 2020’  Changes from 2010 to 2020 described in columns G, H, & I
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Types of Changes Described in 
Crosswalk
• Name changes
• FTA-relevant population threshold changes (e.g., 

crossed 200K in population)
• UZA splits, mergers, and transfers
• New areas included in UZAs that expanded in 

geographic extent
• Areas previously included in 2010 UZAs that are no 

longer in 2020 UZAs
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FTA 2020 Census Interactive Map
The Interactive Map can be used to identify geography-
based Census changes

https://www.transit.dot.gov/ntd/fta-census-map
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Interactive Map – Change Example

• Can adjust layer symbology to 
visualize changes

• Dark Pink = UZA territory in 
both Census years

• Light Pink = 2020 UZA only 
(Rural  UZA)

• Light Blue = 2010 UZA only
(UZA  Rural)

Des Moines, Iowa
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New FHWA HEPGIS Maps

https://hepgis.fhwa.dot.gov/fhwagis/
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New FHWA HEPGIS Maps

2020 TMA & MPO Boundaries
MPO and 2020 Census 
Urban areas 

https://hepgis.fhwa.dot.gov/fhwagis/
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2020 Census Highlight

2020 vs. 2010
• Total UAs over 50,000: 510 vs. 498
• Total UAs over 200,000: 192 vs. 179
• 16 Existing UAs fell below 50,000
• 28 New UAs over 50,000
• 15 Additional UAs over 200,000
• 2 UAs fell below 200,000
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Impact on Urbanized Areas
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Impact on TMAs
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Additional MPO Resources

TMA Planning Certification Review Primer
www.planning.dot.gov/Documents/Primer/intro_primer.aspx

Census and MPO/TMA Designation
www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/census_issues/urbanized_areas_and
_mpo_tma/resources/

http://www.planning.dot.gov/Documents/Primer/intro_primer.aspx
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/census_issues/urbanized_areas_and_mpo_tma/resources/
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2020 Census Implementation

Contacts For Technical Assistance Requests:

FHWA Division Office Contacts
https://highways.dot.gov/about/field-offices

FTA Region Office Contacts
https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/regional-
offices/regional-offices

https://highways.dot.gov/about/field-offices
https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/regional-offices/regional-offices
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2020 Census Implementation

Questions?
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