
     
  

 
                    

                    

                

                       

   

 
 

  

          
 

         

 

         
       

 
         
        

          
          

       
 

 

     
        

        
      

         
          

 
     

     

       
       

          
         

         
      
 

       
 

        
       

        
    

         
       

          
         

        
       
          

          
         

       

INFORMATION REQUIRED TO INITIATE NEPA 
A CHECKLIST 

For FTA to determine the extent of environmental analysis required for a proposed project, we must have a clear idea of 

what it may do to the environment. This includes the natural environment (soil, water, air, flora/fauna) and the human 

environment (socioeconomics, land use, traffic, etc.). Additionally, FTA must determine whether any Federal funding is 

sought (now or in the future) for the proposal and if FTA is required to make a decision or approval (e.g., approval for 

incidental use of property). 

INFORMATION REQUIRED 

 Sources of federal, state, and local funds and transit 
nexus 

 Description of existing property with a clear map 
showing the Area of Potential Effect (APE) 

 Street address or coordinates 

 Photos of property, any buildings on property and the 
surrounding area directly adjacent to the project site. 

 Photos of surrounding buildings visible from 
property 

 Description of complete project with site plan. Be 
specific for each action of the project. 

QUESTIONS to be ADDRESSED 

Is the project a Federal Action eligible for FTA 

funding? 

What are the Existing conditions? Cleared land or forested 
land? Water? Urban, rural, suburban? Gently rolling, flat, 
etc.? Modern visual intrusions in the area, such as cell 
towers, modern buildings, etc.? Is the site a brownfield or 
contaminated? Have any site assessments been completed? 

Are there possible environmental areas of concern at 
the site or in its surroundings? Any known hazards? 
Existing buildings contain lead paint/asbestos? Standing 
water on site? Industrial site? Industrial sites within a 
block of the project site? In a historic district? 

What are the characteristics of the natural 
environment of the property? Provide photos of 
the land in all directions and of any buildings or 
structures on the land. Are any of the buildings 
be historic? Are the buildings in use? Are the 
buildings safe? Who/what industry occupies the 
building? 

Are there any nearby buildings that may be 
historic? Any new construction visible from the 
project site? Number of stories of the buildings 
surrounding the project site. 

What physical changes will be made to the existing site? 
Any digging or other ground disturbing activities such as 
clearing and grubbing? Will a building be constructed? 
Will an existing building be renovated or rehabilitated? 
Will parking be added or subtracted? Any changes to the 
traffic amount or flow due to the project? Provide any 
renderings that are available of the existing project site 
and the planned work. Be specific about actions, such as 
replacement of windows/doors, new construction, etc. 



        
        
        

 

 
         
         
         

 

       
   

      
          

       
        

 

         
    

      
       

     
      

    

 

   
      

 
  

 

 
  

   

  

  

    

   

 

      

 

 

                  
   

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 List of actions required upon existing property to 
achieve complete project (e.g., clear 5 acres of 
wooded land, demolish building, culvert and cover creek, 
etc.) 

 Logical termini, alignment, mode, and technology (if 
a linear project). 

 List of any public involvement done for the project, 
to date, if any 

Are there physical changes that are not obvious in the 
site plan? (e.g., excavation for a basement, fuel storage) 
Are there going to be any residential or business 
displacements? 

Has thorough planning for the proposed project 
occurred? (3 out of 4 are typically enough to begin 
NEPA.) Any feasibility or environmental studies been 
completed? If so, please attach to the checklist 
document. 

Has the community affected by the project been 
informed? If so, when was the community 
engaged/informed? Is there any potential 
controversy? Are there any local organizations 
that should be informed? 

Property Acquisition: Unless an early or at-risk (hardship or protective buy) acquisition meets the conditions, property cannot 
be acquired until NEPA is complete and an environmental determination or decision document has been issued by FTA TR04. 
This restriction is found in FTA’s environmental regulations (23 CFR 771.113) and includes offers to purchase the property or 
any other commitment to purchase the property or to proceed to a settlement (FTA Circular 5010.1E). Project sponsors 
should contact FTA TR04 with any questions about potential timing of property acquisitions and their corresponding NEPA 
documentation. 

Examples, which can be either implied or explicit, of prohibited acquisition activities during the NEPA process include: 

• Any offer to purchase; 

• Any negotiation to purchase; 

• Any discussion on price; 

• Any commitment to purchase or establishing any conditions of purchase; and, 

• Any commitment to proceed to settlement. 

Equity Analysis: Be sure to review and understand your responsibilities per 49 CFR Section 21.5(b)(3) for facility construction 

projects. Additionally, please review and comply with FTA Title VI Circular. 

The more information FTA knows about a project, the more accurate we can be in assigning the most appropriate 
level of environmental analysis. 

Updated 04/05/2021 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=f0161682600d819c9c21334f96d58fa1&mc=true&node=se23.1.771_1113&rgn=div8
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/fta-circulars/award-management-requirements-circular-50101e
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fecfr.io%2FTitle-49%2FSection-21.5&data=04%7C01%7Cjulia.walker%40dot.gov%7C39dd97782f0a4ba8d71508d8f3a28485%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637527226614285120%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Na1J%2BqzQbWOXfv%2FSxKJqEGwWlabSGMrhiuAqHZsKAtw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/docs/FTA_Title_VI_FINAL.pdf

